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" you can
“.your - face,” You're: bouncing off

- he said.

‘ Firemen

‘Continued from 1A

* to Martinsville Speedway’s Nextel
Cup race “on Sunday, thanks to*

tickets provided by Robert Woodall -
Chevrolet. I
New York City firefighter Jim

Hohorst explained the bonds fire.
fighters from any region of the
country can share,

-“The general public doesn’t

ow what going'into a real fire is

like,” he said,

“When you go into a real fire,
't see your hand in front of

walls, tripping over things. L
“You have to count on the person
next to you. You basically become
family.” |
Jones recalled his first trip to
help the New York firefighters.

&

he devastation was so great,”

Returning for the 2003 memori-

‘al service, Jones said he was
-relieved to gsee rebuilding efforts
-and .was moved by hearing stories
‘about the many lives affected by

the World Trade Center bombings.

He reflected on the similarities - ' b

between his ‘colleagues and the

‘men and’ women firefighters he

met in New York with both humor.
and solemnity, - =
“You can switch them back and’

forth, and they’re all practical jok-
ers,” he said, laughing,

Then, in a more serious tone, he
added, “They’re all brothers of the
bell.”

‘Hohorst said the trip to Danville

was bittersweet, as colleague Billy
O'Brien could not travel with
them. O'Brien is ill with cancer, he
said. b ;

He credited O’Brien with spear-

heading the camaraderie that led

to this weekend's reunion,

“If it wasn’t for him, this whole
thing wouldn’t be happening,” he
said.

Hohorst, along with his Marine o]
Company One colleagues Bob

Petersen, Bob. Korfman and Pat
Astegher; ‘arrived in Danville on

* Friday. They joined Danville fire-
fighters Friday evening for a cook-
“out at Fire Station No. 4,

They planned to 8o to the truck:
race in Martinsville on Saturday
and the Nextel ‘Cup race on
Sunday, :

Hohorst said local residents
may be under the misimpression
that NASCAR is Jjust a southern
SPO¥E. *7 Nl B ;

“I don’t think they realize how

ig we're into it,” he said of himself

-and his colleggues,

“Ilove it.” g
... Contact Lauren Chesnut at lch-
esnut@registerbee.com or at (434)

793-2311, Ext, 3048.
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